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September 2015 Newsletter 

 
 

The article below is to for pastors column of the 

Monroe County Reporter and will be published 

Wednesday  September 9th.  

 

A Confession 

 

I have a confession to make. It turns out that 

I am a hypocrite. As a Christian priest I preach and 

teach my people many things that I often fail to do 

myself. I do try, but I often fail to love God and love 

my neighbor. So there you have it, are you shocked?  

One of the main reasons people give for not 

joining a local congregation is the hypocrisy in the 

Body of Christ.  I am here to tell you that it is often 

true, the church is full of hypocritical people.  

However, this confession does not make me want to 

leave or despair.  As a matter of fact this confession 

is itself built into the Christian message. Our faith 

does not tell us to embrace our hypocrisy, instead we 

are asked continuously repent.  However, the 

Christian view of the human condition teaches that 

our journey to human authenticity (salvation) is a real 

struggle.   

In Matthew 5:48 we are commanded to be 

perfect as our Heavenly Father is perfect. Yet in John 

15:5 we are told that apart from Christ we cannot 

accomplish anything.  St. Paul writes to the “saints” 

in local communities he established and then often 

turns to correct them in various ways. St. Paul 

himself mentions the great fight going on within his 

own soul saying “For what I am doing, I do not 

understand. For what I will to do, that I do not 

practice; but what I hate, that I do” Romans 7:5.  

At a conference of priests held a year back 

my bishop read a pithy quote he got off the internet. 

The quote (which I have edited a bit) is from an 

unknown author: 

“Abraham lied. Sarah laughed at God's 

promises. John Mark was rejected by Paul. 

Hosea's wife was a prostitute. Jacob was a 

liar. David had an affair. Solomon had too 

many wives. Peter was afraid of death. John 

was self-righteous. Paul was a murderer and 

so was Moses. Jonah ran from God. Miriam 

was a gossip. Gideon and Thomas both 
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doubted. Jeremiah was depressed and 

suicidal. Elijah was burned out. Noah got 

drunk. Did I mention Moses had a short fuse? 

So did Peter, Paul and lots of folks.” 

The Bible is full of examples of people who 

did not add up to the message they were preaching, 

and yet God often forgave them and used them to 

accomplish his purpose.  If we are not going to 

church because of the hypocrites, then we better stop 

voting, buying groceries, and really we should 

probably not leave our own houses.  Even if we do 

not leave our own houses we will still be in the 

presence of hypocrisy, because whether we know it 

or not it resides within all of us.  Not going to church 

because of hypocrisy is like not going to the hospital 

because there are sick people there.  The Church is 

indeed a hospital, full of those who are sick, those 

who are getting treatment, doctors, and of course 

those who have not yet been diagnosed.  

So yes, I will confess my hypocrisy to you. 

As a Christian I realize that sometimes I do not fully 

add up. As a struggling hypocrite I have sought 

refuge in the Church and have submitted my failures 

to the Great Physician Our Lord Jesus Christ and I 

encourage you to do this as well.    

 

Announcements 

 On Sunday September 6th and 13th we will have 

the Orthodox Natural Church Development 

assessment in the parish hall at 12:30ish.  

 The Great Feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos 

will be celebrated on September 7/8th. On 

Monday at 6pm we will serve Great Vespers with 

Litya and on Tuesday morning at 8am we will 

serve the Festal Divine Liturgy.  

 The Parish Council is scheduled to meet on 

Thursday September 10th at 6pm. 

 We will have a parish cleanup work party on 

Saturday the 12th at 10am. 

 Church School Starts on Sunday September 20th 

at 9:10am. 

 The Bible Study will be moved to Wednesdays 

starting on Wednesday Sept 23rd.  The study will 

start at 6:45pm.  

 Confessions are heard every Saturday from 5-

6pm, before Sunday Liturgy if there is a need, 

and by appointment. 

Many Years! 
Birthdays 

September  3  Elena Duran 

12  Mariana Munteanu  

14  Nikolay Uchakin  

16  Elena Codreanu  

17  Pres. Elena  

19  Allen Almquist  

20  Larisa Moore  

25  Jerome Gratigny 

29  Marie Brown  

30  Colin Croft 

Anniversaries 

September  1  Chris and Sandi Wilcox 

16  Mark and Diane Dorogy 

 

FOCUS Backpack Program 2015 
Thank you for all of your donations. We were able to 

fill over 15 backpacks.  

 

2016 Church Pledge  
Every year in September St. Innocent church does a 

pledge drive for next year's budget.  This pledging 

process is important because it helps us set an 

appropriate budget for the next year.  Please take the 

time to fill out the pledge form. The form will be 

emailed and will also be available at church. Once 

completed the pledge form can be given directly to 

our treasurer Diane Dorogy or deposited in a sealed 

envelope labeled Attn: Diane Dorogy in the 

collection boxes in the entrance of the church. You 

can also email Diane.  Please return your pledge by 

Sunday September 27, 2014. 

 

Book Club 

On Tuesday, October 13, 2015 at 6:30pm we will 

meet at Tom and Susan Kehayes house for the Book 

Club.  The book we will be discussing is Harlots of 

the Desert by Benedicta Ward. Copies are available 

in our bookstore for $15.  Light refreshments will be 

provided by the host.  All are welcome. 
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Choir Retreat Sept 19th  
On Saturday September 19th 2015 at 9am there is a 

choir retreat.  The focus of the retreat is to orient new 

members into the choir. The choir, all who are 

interested in joining the choir, and anyone who 

would like to learn more music, the services, and/or 

Orthodox spirituality as it relates to music are 

welcome to attend.    

 

Orthodox Natural Church 

Development Update 
 

 

The parish health team (Gary, Heidi, Eric, 

Jackie, Chris) has selected 30 members of our parish 

that fit certain criteria to take the ONCD assessment.  

The assessment dates are Sunday September 6th and 

13th. If you have been selected please be sure to take 

your assessment on one of these dates.   

In October we are planning to hold small 

focus groups to discuss any weaknesses that are 

brought to light by the assessment. The goal of the 

focus groups is to get everyone involved, thinking, 

and discussing the results of our assessment. We will 

announce the focus group dates towards the end of 

September.   

 Please pray that God guide and illumine us as 

we begin the ONCD process.  

Kingdom Builders Outreach 

opportunity Oct 2-3 
Kingdom Builders is an outreach ministry started 

by the Monroe County Ministerial Association.  

Each year the churches of Monroe County gather for 

a few days to help repair, clean or service homes of 

the less fortunate in the area.  There are many people 

in our area elderly or do not have the funds to fix their 

own houses themselves.  This year the Kingdom 

Builder weekend will be on Friday and Saturday 

October 2-3.  There are a few different ways you can 

participate in this event. 
1. You can be one of the volunteers who helps 

with the small construction projects.  Skills 

are appreciated but are not required.  Youth 

are welcome. Participant Form due by 

September 7, 2015 

2. Do you have tools sitting around that you do 

not need or use?  Kingdom Builders needs 

tools donated.  Tools such as tape measures, 

hammers, scrapers, squares, goggles, and 

gloves. Large items will also be needed, 

ladders, saws, drills, and extension cords. 

These tools will be stored year round in 

the Kingdom Builders trailer and will be 

available for use by churches throughout the 

year. 

3. In years past our community has donated 

around $500 for this outreach.  All monies 

donated will be used to purchase materials for 

the home repairs.  Kingdom Builders is 

operating under the 501c3 of Community 

Care Council, Inc. (Circle of Care) and 

therefore is tax deductible. If you donate 

through our church please make it clear that 

you want your money to go to Kingdom 

Builders. 

If you are interested in participating in the Kingdom 

Builders event this year please let Fr. Theophan 

know and fill out your Participant Forms by 

September 7, 2015. 
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Save the Date, Sunday, November 8, 2015 

Annual Parish Meeting 
 

Every year St. Innocent Orthodox Church has the Annual Parish Meeting, a meeting wherein we vote on 

various measures that directly affect the life of our community.  Our bylaws tell us that the APM is the 

“highest authority of the Parish as a civil corporation.” The APM is a good place to get in touch with 

what the mission of our parish is and how we are accomplishing this mission.  It is also an opportunity 

for people to participate in the life of our community and give input.   

 

The parish APM is scheduled for Sunday, November 8 after the Divine Liturgy.  Every member of the 

parish has important responsibilities to consider in preparation for the APM. 

 

 The Budget Committee cannot do its work until parish members submit their annual pledges 

for 2015.  The 2015 pledge forms are available and are due in by Sunday, September 27.  As is 

always the case, the amount pledged by any individual or family is kept in strict confidence.   

 A second task is to assemble the agenda for the APM.  Anyone having issues they would like to 

see addressed in the agenda for this annual meeting is requested to make them known to Father 

or a member of the PC as soon as possible.   Keep in mind here that the formal notification for 

the APM, with accompanying final agenda, must begin on Sunday, October 25.  So all agenda 

items need to be submitted before that date in order to be vetted before the PC.    

 

The APM is vital for the life and health of our parish.  The PC requests, therefore, that parishioners begin 

to prepare now for this important event through their pledges, their help in shaping the agenda, and their 

willingness to set aside time to attend this meeting.   

 

The PC thanks you all for all the help and support you have tendered over the past year.  We’ve been 

privileged in some small way to represent and serve you.   

The Parish Council,  

(Heidi, Diane, Chris, Kimberly and Eric) 
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September 2015 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 Church New Year 

 

 

7pm Bolingbroke 

Community Club 

2 
 

 
6pm Daily Vespers 

3 
9-1pm Fr. T. CPE @ 

St. Innocent 
 

1-4pm Central State 
Prison Ministry 

 

4 5 

 
5pm Confession 

6pm Great Vespers 

 

6 
9am Bible Study 
9:40 Hours 
10am Divine Liturgy 
11:45 Agape 
ONCD Assessment 

 

7 Labor Day 

 
6pm Great 

Vespers for the 
Nativity of the 

Theotokos 

8 
8am Divine 

Liturgy for the 
Nativity of the 

Most-Holy 
Theotokos 

 

9 Fish, Wine, Oil 

 
6pm Daily Vespers 

10 
8am MCMA  

9-1pm Fr. T. CPE 
1-4pm Central State 

Prison Ministry 
6pm Parish Council 

 

11 12 

 
10am Church Cleanup 

 
5pm Confession 

6pm Great Vespers 

 

13 
9am Bible Study 
9:40 Hours 
10am Divine Liturgy 
11:45 Agape 
ONCD Assessment 

 

14 Strict fast 

 
Exaltation of the 
Life-giving Cross 

15 16 
 
6pm Daily Vespers 

17 
 

9-1pm Fr. T. CPE 
1-4pm Central State 

Prison Ministry 

 

18 19 
9-12 am Choir 

Retreat 
 

5pm Confession 
6pm Great Vespers 

 
20 
9:10 Church School 
9:40 Hours 
10am Divine Liturgy 
11:45 Agape 

 

21 22 23 Wine & Oil 

 
6pm Daily Vespers 

6:45 Bible Study 

24 
 

9-1pm Fr. T. CPE 
1-4pm Central State 

Prison Ministry 

 

25 Fish, Wine, Oil 

 
5pm Women’s 

Retreat 

26 
9-5pm Women’s 

Retreat 

 

5pm Confession 
6pm Great Vespers 

 

27 
9:10 Church School 
9:40 Hours 
10am Divine Liturgy 
11:45 Agape 

 

28 29 30 
 
6pm Daily Vespers 

6:45 Bible Study 
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October 2015 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
 

9-1pm Fr. T. CPE 
1-4pm Central State 

Prison Ministry 

 

2 
 
Kingdom Builders 

3 
 
Kingdom Builders 

 
5pm Confession 

6pm Great Vespers 

 4 
9:10 Church School 
9:40 Hours 
10am Divine Liturgy 
11:45 Agape 
Clergy Choir 
appreciation 

 

5 
 
 

6pm Vigil for 
St. Innocent 

6 
8am Feast-day 
Liturgy for St. 

Innocent 
7pm Bolingbroke 
Community Club 

7 
 
 
6pm Daily Vespers 

6:45 Bible Study 

8 
8am MCMA 

9-1pm Fr. T. CPE 
1-4pm Central State 

Prison Ministry 
6pm 5th Dimension 

9 Fish, Wine, Oil 10 
 

5pm Confession 
6pm Great Vespers 

 

11 
9:10 Church School 
9:40 Hours 
10am Divine Liturgy 
11:45 Agape 
1pm Marriage Blessing 

 
 
 

12 Columbus 

Day 
 
 
 

13 
 

 
6:30pm Book Club 

14 
 
6pm Daily Vespers 

6:45 Bible Study 

15 
 

9-1pm Fr. T. CPE 
1-4pm Central State 

Prison Ministry 
6pm Parish Council 

16 17 
10am Church 

Cleanup 

 
5pm Confession 

6pm Great Vespers 

 
18 
9am Bible Study 
9:40 Hours 
10am Divine Liturgy 
11:45 Agape 

 

19 20 21 
 
6pm Daily Vespers 

6:45 Bible Study 

22 
 

9-1pm Fr. T. CPE 
1-4pm Central State 

Prison Ministry 

 

23  
Central GA Greek 
Fest 

24 Greek Fest 

 
5pm Confession 

6pm Great Vespers 

 

25 
9:10 Church School 
9:40 Hours 
10am Divine Liturgy 
11:45 Agape 

 

26 27 28 
 
6pm Daily Vespers 

6:45 Bible Study 

29 
 
1-4pm Central State 

Prison Ministry 

 

30 
 
 
 
 

31  
12-2pm Wedding 

Rehearsal 
5pm Confession 

6pm Great Vespers 

 
 
 
 
 

 


